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Objective: Analyze the historical, literary, and
cinematic elements of the film Harriet to deepen
understanding of the life and legacy of Harriet

Tubman, the Underground Railroad, and the
broader implications of resistance and freedom.
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Assignment Overview
Assignment Overview

Watch the Oscar-nominated film Harriet
(2019), directed by Kasi Lemmons, which
chronicles Harriet Tubman’s journey from

enslavement to becoming one of America’s
most legendary freedom fighters.

Complete the tasks below to engage
critically with the film's themes, characters,

and historical accuracy.

Pre-Watching Research:

Research and summarize the following:
Harriet Tubman’s role in the

Underground Railroad.
The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and its

impact on enslaved individuals.
The Civil War's connection to Tubman's

activism.



Chart Activity

FACT‌ OR FICTION

While watching the film, create a two-column chart:
Column 1: Five (5) Scenes/events portrayed in the film.

Column 2: Verified historical facts.
Use credible sources to verify the historical accuracy of the events

depicted.

Scene or Events (5) Verified of fact or fiction

Day 1 & 2 of viewing Harriet



William Still:

Contemplating his role

as an abolitionist.

Gideon Brodess (fictional):

Grappling with his complex

relationship to slavery.

Harriet Tubman: 

Reflecting on her decision
to escape and return to

free others.

Character Study
Write a half-page journal entry from the

perspective of one of the following
characters:

Day 3 of viewing Harriet


