
Literary

criticism

NETFLIX & SKILL

LET'S RE-WATCH AND ANALYZE WITH OUR NEW EDUCATIONAL LENS!

Choose a piece of media (a television show, movie, or documentary) to watch again and
complete the following four steps to show knowledge of our recent lessons and

discussions.  

Respond Observe Analyze
What is your choice of

medium? Why did you

choose it? Where and how

did you find yourself

thinking or feeling most

powerfully?

Who created this piece of

entertainment? Which techniques

are used to attract your attention? 

What terms from this unit appear in

the medium? 

Explain.

What would Dr. Bishop and/or Love

think about this episode? 

Which lifestyles, values, and points

of view are represented -- or

missing/oppressed?

Search Fearlessly
What's a question that comes to mind now that you've rewatched this work?  For example, let's

say you watched a romantic comedy. Maybe your question would be something like "How

have my media choices prepared me or manipulated my expectations with respect to

microaggression & liberatory consciousness?" What's a habit or mindset that you now see

needs adjusting in your viewing? Maybe your response is "Apparently, I need to seek out

some different stories, maybe stories by & about people who don't look like me or live like me."

Concept by John Warner's The Writer’s Practice -Lesson by Joel Garza, educator in Texas, and expanded/designed by

Jessyca Mathews of MI.



I think that the entire premise of this particular show is the most powerful aspect of it.
There are so many other shows targeted toward teenage viewers, but Never Have I
Ever is one of the very few TV series that focuses on growing up as a young woman of
color navigating high school. Never Have I Ever offers another perspective for not only
white teens who have no experience being POC but also other teens of color who may
have no idea how it feels to be someone like Devi, a first-generation Indian Hindu girl.
Never Have I Ever was created by Mindy Kaling and Lang Fisher. The two teamed up
when Netflix asked Kaling if she wanted to make her own show centered around her
childhood as an Indian-American girl. Kaling’s main focus for the show is how Devi
figures out her own identity, especially when it comes to how Indian she appears to her
family, friends, and other members of the Indian community. This reflects the need for
the intersectionality of her nationality. Despite the show’s focus on dealing with
emotions and other deep topics, it also has its many funny and sweet moments to
attract the attention of the viewer. Seeing Devi make mistakes (swearing at her mom
and not being a very good best friend, just to name a few) and lose control of her anger
and teen angst is incredibly relatable, giving Kaling’s main character a more believable
personality. She shows all of herself in this episode, which reflects her comfort in
displaying intersectionality.

1.

2.

A STUDENT'S

EXAMPLE

Concept by John Warner's The Writer’s Practice -Lesson by Joel Garza-Design by Jessyca Mathews
Steps for this project:

Brainstorm, rough draft, personal evaluation, peer, evaluation, and final draft.

No, you are not required to watch something on Netflix. Choose your platform.



3. If  Dr. Bishop watched the first two episodes of Never Have I Ever, I’m sure she would be
delighted to see main characters of color and appreciate the fact that a lot of race-related
issues are mentioned throughout the episodes. One scene that made my jaw drop was when
Devi’s history teacher walks in on the first day of school and says that the class will be talking
about difficult topics like slavery and the Holocaust, then proceeding to look right at a Black
student and a Jewish student. Bishop would probably raise an eyebrow at that scene
because a lot of teachers do act like this when talking about historical events centered around
race. These episodes in particular have several scenes that address racism and sexism,
along with ableism which is a problem that isn’t addressed nearly enough. The show’s cast is
also pretty diverse (definitely more diverse than the popular teen show, Riverdale), so it’s nice
to see characters that teens of color can relate to. Bishop did talk about the importance of
mirrors and there would be some disappointment; there is little to no representation for POC
with darker skin tones, which means those with this shade of skin are once again stuck with a
window according to Bishop.
 
4. This show does a wonderful job of tackling a lot of things that teens all over the world have
to face, such as dealing with family, mental health, and relationships, both romantic and
platonic. Devi also struggles to accept and support her cousin, who she describes as being
“too...Indian.” This feeling of being embarrassed by one’s culture or maybe a family member
who doesn’t act “white” or “American” enough is pretty common for a lot of people, so I’m glad
that the series makes it a point to address this feeling. I have learned that I need to seek out
more stories about people of this nationality. My viewing is pretty one-sided, and I can't do
that. I need to see people of all backgrounds truly do what Dr. Love says in Liberatory
Consciousness.

Reflections on this student example:
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Your writing must have 600-800 words.

Due Friday 10/5/2021 by 11:59 PM.

No late slip can be used on this project. No late work will be accepted.


